ot the PROVINCE of MARYLAND. 49

POST MERIDTIEM

Convention met. Mr. Carroll, Mr. Kent, Mr. Bithop, and Mr. Schriver, appeared in the houfe,

The Convention, according to the order of the day, refolved itfelf into a-committee of the whole, on
that part of the conftitution of Virginia, which was referred to their confideration ; Mr. T. Wright in the
chair. Afier fome time fpent therein, Mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Wright reported, that
the committee had, according to order, taken the fame into confileration, and had come to feveral refolu-
tions thereon, which he read in his place and afterwards delivered in at the table, where the fame were
again twice read, amended, and agreed to-as follow :

REsoLvED swanimoufly, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that the fate of Virginia hath not any
right or title to any of the territory, bays, rivers, or waters, in. luded in the charter granted by his majefty
Charles the firft to Czcilius Calvert baron of Baliimore. |

RESOLVED unanimoufly, That it is the opinion of this Convention, That the fole and exclufive jurifdiétion

ver the territory, bays, rivers, and waters, included in the fuid charter, belongs to this ftate5 and that the
siver Patowmack, and almoft the whole of the river Pocomnoke, being comprehended in the faid charter,
the fole and exclufive jurifdi@ion over the faid river Patowmack, and alfo over fuch part of the river Poco=«
moke as is comprehended in the fiid charter, belongs to this ftate; and that the river-Patowmack and that
part of Chefapeake bay which lies between the capes and the fouth boundary of this ftate, and fo much
thereof as is neceffary to the navigation of* the rivers Patowmack 2nd Pocomoke, ought to be confidered as
‘a common high-way, free for the people of both ftates, without being fubje&t to amy duty, burthens or
charge, as hath been herctofore accuftomed. _ : A

RESOLVED wnanimoufls, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that the ve extenfive claim of the
flate of Virginia to the back lands hath no foundation in juftice, and that if the fame or any like claim is
admitted, the freedom of the fmaller ftates and the liberties of America may be thereby greatly endangered ;
this Convention being irmly perfuaded, that if the dominion over thofe lands thould be eftablithed by the
blood and treafure of the United States, fuch lands ought to be confidered as a common ftock, to be par-
celled out at proper times into convenient, free ard ingependent governments. .

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Convention refolved itl<lf into a committee of the whole, to confi-
fider further of the declaration of rights, and form of government for this ftate; Mr. T. Wright in the

@B _ After fome timefpent therein Mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Wright reported, -that the
committee had, according to order, taken the fame into confideration, and had come to feveral refolutions
thereon, which they direQed him to report, as the ,declaration of rights, but not having had time to go
through the form of government, had directed him to move for leave to fit again.

ResorLvep, That this Convention will on to-morrow refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, to
confider further of the the form of government for this ftate.

On motion of ‘Mr. Fitzhugh, That the queftion be put on the following: ¢As the bill of rights for-
merly printed for the confideration of the members of the Convention, has been materially altered by a com--
mittee of the whole houfe, and it is of infinite importance to the inhabitants of this ftate, that the faid bill
of rights fhould be;maturely confidered ‘before -itis paffed by the Convention, and that each member thould
have a copy before him, in order to judge of, and offer fuch amendments or alterations as he may think:
proper, REsoLvED, That the bill of rights- as reported by a committee of the whole houfe be immediately .

- F"!!!t__ef_} for the confideration and ufe of the members of this Convention, before the fame is taken into con~ ~_ ____
ideration”——an amendment was propofed to ftrike out all that part of the motion before the word ¢ Re--

foived,” on which amendment the queftion was put, and refolved in the affirmative. .
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